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Views on U.S.-Japan Deal, Financial Services 
EU's WTO Officials 


AU3006151195 Paris AFP in English 
1438 GMT 30 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, June 30 (AFP) — Ne- 
gotiations in the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 
opening up financial service markets may be extended 
to allow partners of the United States to work out a 
temporary deal, senior European trade diplomats said 
on Friday [30 June]. 


They said that European Union (EU) negotiators were 
trying to assemble as many countries as possible in order 
to negotiate a multilateral deal for a period of three to 
five years. 


The idea was to declare a “cooling off period of four 
weeks” and to resume negotiations here by July 28, they 
said. 


The intention was to allow the U.S. time to reconsider 
its present position blocking a global deal, and to allow 
other participants to maintain their best offers, even if 
the U.S. eventually remains outside an accord. 

The officials said “quite a number of countries”, includ- 
ing Canada, were “quite interested” in the idea of a deal 
without the United States that would extend the WTO's 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) clause to the financial 
service sector. 

Japan was also likely to come aboard, although Japanese 
delegates here were still awaiting instrctions from 
Tokyo, they said. 

India and Pakistan, which have been pressing for 
an agreement on movement of “natural persons” — 
to facilitate temporary visas and work permits for 
individual expatriate providers of services — supported 
the idea of a one-month postponement, they said. 

The EU officials said there was no question of the 
EU following the example of the United States, which 
decided late on Thursday, in effect, to pull out of the 
talks. 


The United States, in a move that came as “a cold 
shower” for its WTO partners, made it clear late on 
Thursday it intended to limit access to the U.S. market 
for newcomers from countries maintaining curbs on 
U.S. financial service firms. 

It said it would allow access only for countries which 
adequately opened their markets to U.S. banks, insur- 
ance companies and securities firms. 

The EU officials said the idea of an accord without the 
U.S. might appear “somewhat complicated” but this was 
“probably what will happen.” 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


As long as a sufficiently large number of countries 
took part, and indications were that there would be, this 
scenario could work. 


"We are going to isolate the U.S., and give them a free 
ride,” one official joked. 
The idea was likely to be on the agenda of an emergency 


EU ministerial council session to be held here late on 
Friday, these officials also said. 


WTO's Ruggiero 
BR3006142895 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
30 June 95 pl 


{Telephone interview with WTO Chairman Renato 
Ruggiero in Geneva by Paolo Garimberti in Rome on 
29 June: “United States-Japan, Peace Signed WTO"} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] There is no peace for the sibling 
World Trade Organization [WTO], the improved and 
more powerful heir to the GATT, which for the last two 
months has been headed up by Italy's Renato Ruggiero. 
“Car wars” between the United States and Japan was 
barely fended off with a last-ditch agreement as Presi- 
dent Clinton's severe sanctions against Japanese luxury 
cars were on the point of being applied. Now the WTO 
is faced with another race against time since the agree- 
ment on the liberalization of financial services will have 
to be concluded by this evening or everything will be 
ruined. For Renato Ruggiero, whom we contacted yes- 
terday evening by telephone at the WTC headquarters in 
Geneva, concern about not overcoming this latest hur- 
dle predominates over any satisfaction he might have felt 
about settling the dispute between the United States and 
Japan. 

[Garimberti] Ambassador Ruggiero, after the initial 
clation the experts said they were rather perplexed as 
to the real content of the agreement between the United 
States and Japan. The WALL STREET JOURNAL calls 
it an agreement to save the face of both sides but which 
has failed to eliminate the real basis of the problem. 
What is your opinion? 


[Ruggiero] We have not yet had the chance to examine 
the agreement. It is therefore difficult to give an accurate 
assessment. Having made that point, I would say that 
two points have been highlighted here. Japanese Trade 
Minister Hashimoto, when he came to see me this 
morning (29 June — LA REPUBBLICA editor's note) 
to reiterate his complaint against the United States, 
said that his country had done everything it could to 
liberalize the whole car industry and that the agreement 
was fully in line with WTO regulations. The second 
point is that the WTO's regulations for settling disputes 
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were respected and were seen to work. We take comfort 
from this fact. 


[Garimberti] Do you mean that if the WTO had not 
stepped in then car wars would have started? 


{Ruggiero} Mr. Hashimoto said as much himself. Maybe 
they would have reached an agreement, but only after 
three months. In the meantime the sanctions would 
have been applied with easily imaginable consequences 
both for relations between the two countries and for 
the totality of international trade relations. I think that 
you can indeed objectively say that Japan's complaint 
which caused the intervention of an arbiter with the 
power to forcefully impose its decisions, did push both 
sides into bilateral negotiations which are provided for 
in the WTO regulations and which avoided the need for 
sanctions. From this point of view, I must emphasize, 
the WTO showed its usefulness in defusing the threat 
of a trade war. 


[Garimberti) But a lot of people, for example the 
European Union, have wryly expressed their concern 
that liberalization will only concern the United States 
and Japan and will end up damaging the other trading 
partners. 

[Ruggiero] How can they say that? It is too early to 
give such a reductionist and pessimistic interpretation. 
The contents of the agreement have to be assessed first. 


{Garimberti] Who should do that? The WTO”? 


[Ruggiero] No, we are not judges, we are referees — if 
someone asks us to serve as such. Therefore, if a country 
— or a group of countries — feels that the agreement 
does not comply with the rules of the WTO, then it can 
file a complaint. European Commissioner Leon Brittan 
has already announced that he will do it if Wednesday's 
agreement proves, in the opinion of the European Union, 
to run counter to the general principles of free trade. 


{Garimberti] Let's move on to thornier matters. By this 
evening, 30 June, an agreement must be reached on 
the liberalization of financial services. This is another 
fundamental test for the credibility of the WTO, which 
you direct. Will you succeed? 


{Ruggiero} It is hard to say, and | am very concerned. 
It is right to say that this is a crucial test for free 
trade because an agreement would break down all the 
protectionist barriers for banks, insurance companies, 
and the structures of financial intermediation in general, 
thus ensuring the free movement of people involved ir 
these services. In all honesty, however, I do not know if 
we will succeed in time. The American position is very 
tough. There is a position of principle in the United 
States that has emerged from a broad debate in this 
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sector which says that bilateral agreements are better 
than multilateral agreements. 


[Garimberti] Does this mean denying the fundamental 
principles of the GATT agreements that gave rise «o the 
WTO? 


(Ruggiero) There is no doubt about that, because the 
results obtained so far are enormously important for a 
number of small countries that have made courageous 
choices. To my mind this alone is a reason for great 
sadness since we would see an enormous amount of 
work go down the drain. Unfortunately I am very 
pessimistic, and I am afraid that that wil! happen. 
(Garimberti] If that happens would that be a tough blow 
for your organization? 


[Ruggiero] That would be a tough blow for international 
trade, even more so than for the WTO. There are more 
than 80 countries that have tabled proposals to liberalize 
services. These efforts risk being thwarted. | am not 
worried about the future of the WTO. I am more worried 
about the future of a more open, fairer, and — I would 
say — more democratic system of trade relations. 


{Garimberti] From your observation post in Geneva, 
how do you assess the dispute that reemerged in Cannes 
on the so-called competitive devaluation of the lira — 
a dispute that pitted French President Jacques Chirac 
against [Italian] Prime Minister Dini? 

[Ruggiero] I must say quite frankly that the Italian 
newspapers were a bit hasty in taking positions that I 
would call patriotic. I think that this is a very serious 
problem and one that calls for a great deal of objective 
debate. We cannot tackle by taking up preconceived 
positions. We Italians have to understand that we are 
not a small, irrelevant country. We are the number two 
market for both the French and the Germans. We must 
therefore pay a great deal of attention to and give a great 
deal of understanding to the positions of our partners. 
To my mind, the Bank of Italy should act as if we 
were still part of the European Monetary System and 
Italy shouid make changes in its economic policy to this 
cffect. If we do not follow this path it will be difficult to 
play down the suspicions and accusations of competitive 
devaluation and Italy will run serious risks, very serious 
risks. 


Ruggiero Urges Accord 
AU3006171495 Paris AFP in English 
1632 GMT 30 Jun 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, June 30 (AFP) — 
Financial services, covering such fast-growing areas 
as banking, securities and insurance, constitute a key 
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growth sector in the world economy, WTO chief Renato 
Ruggiero said here on Friday [30 June]. 


He told a lunch meeting of Geneva’s American Inter- 
national Club that a failure of negotiations tc strike 
agreement on market access in this sector “could be bad 
news” for global growth, for the multilateral system and 
those who benefit from it, including the United States. 


Explaining the stakes, Ruggiero told his audience the 
conclusion of the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS), which brought the huge global service 
sector under multilateral disciplines for the first ime — 
partly as a result of U.S. insistence — was among the 
most important results of the Uruguay Round. 


WTO experts hold that financial services constitute 
the most important sector of all internationally traded 
services. They see it as “the backbone” of practically 
all economic activity. 


Cross-border trade in the service sector as a whole was 
worth nearly $1,100 billion in 1994, according to the 
WTO's latest estimates. 


In value, this amounted to roughly one-quarter of world 
trade in goods which barely topped $4,000 billion for 
the first time last year. 


According to some estimates, the total value of financial 
services could be about one-third of the total value of 
traded services, or at least $300 billion annually. 


But WTO economists say that because of the absence 
of adequate statistical data, it is hard to produce any 
credible estimate. 

However, cross-border business in the banking sector 
alone among member countries of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
exceeded $40 bn. 


Intra~OECD insurance business could add about one- 
third of this figure. But no data are available regarding 
the value of securities and investment services, even for 
the OECD countries. 


And the WTO has no reliable or comprehensive data 
reflecting the value of the business generated by foreign 
affiliates of OECD-based finance service companies. 


Ruggiero reaffirmed before his audience, most of whom 
were Americans, that there was ample evidence that a 
market access agreement would be vital to the economic 
health of industrialized and developing countries alike. 
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Brittan’s View 
AU3006195695 Paris AFP in English 
1934 GMT 30 Jun 95 


[Report by Jan Kristiansen] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Geneva, June 30 (AFP) — 
America’s partners were late Friday [30 Jr~e] poised to 
extend stalled talks on a global financial services pact to 
allow for a cooling off period and an interim solution, 
with or without the United States. 


Euzopean officials suggested there was still hope of 
salvaging the results of 18 months of bargaining in 
the wake of the conclusion of the Uruguay Round 
world trade pact at the end of 1993, despite Thursday's 
bombshell news that the United States was pulling out. 


Sir Leon Brittan, the Trade Commissioner of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), said on arrival here it was “vital that 
we check the U.S. move to unravel a potentially enor- 
mous services deal.” 

The EU, he said, was therefore “pressing ahead with our 
Own initiative to sustain the momentum” and “get even 
better offers (of market access concessions) out of our 
partners.” 

Senior EU negoiiaiois said they had won broad support 
their hastily mounted rescue plan from most of the 30 
to 40 countries participating in the talks. 


They said the purpose was to avert an outright break- 
down by the midnight (2200 GMT) deadline, which 
would amount to a damaging setback for the barely six- 
month-old World Trade Organization (WTO). 


The EU proposed a four-week “cooling off period” 
with negotiators returning here by July 28 to wrap up 
a deal that would allow members to maintain their 
“best offers” of market access concessions, even if 
Washington remained on the sidelines. 


The agreement would be applied for a three-year period 
and would allow participants to adjust their offers as 
they wished. 


This proposal, expected to be endorsed by an emergency 
EU ministerial council meeting that began here shortly 
after 8:00 p.m. (1800 GMT), would also allow the 
United States time to reconsider its present position 
blocking a global pact, EU officials said. 

But a senior official, questioned by reporters, said there 
was “nothing ... that would give me an indication of 
hope” that the United States would return to the fold 
afte; uss iour-week cooling off period. 
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The EU proposal would be formally submitted to the 
WTO committee for trade in financial services shortly 
before the midnight deadline. 

The United States was not expected to raise any 
objections, officials said. 

Canada, Japan and other industrial countries were bound 
to join an arrangement that would extend the WTO's 
basic principle of non- discrimination — the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) clause — to the dynamic 
They said the U.S. move to withhold MFN treatment for 
new entrants into the U.S. financial services market for 
firms from countries that did not offer equal treatment 
to U.S. firms did not mean that the United States would 


be totally outside a temporary arrangement. [passage 
omitted] 


Influential Daily on U.S.-Japan Auto Trade Deal 


BR3006140095 Paris LE MONDE in French 
30 Jun 9S pl 


(Unattributed article: “Washington and Tokyo Avoid 
Trade War") 


{(FBIS Translated Text] A trade war on car exports 
between the world’s two major economic powers was 
finally avoided. Japan and the United States finally 
reached an agreement a couple of hours before the 
expiry of Washington's ultimatum threatening sanctions 
against Japanese car exports to the United States. It took 
a last round of talks in Geneva between U.S. Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor and Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
Japanese minister of international trade and industry. 
Discussions had dragged on for over two years and 
doubts as to a potential agreement lingered till the end. 


Both Washington and Tokyo said they were delighted 
with the result. The U.S. President can take pride in the 
success of his policy of firmness based on threatened 
sanctions. As for the Japanese Government, it says it 
did not give any ground with respect to principles. Both 
parties managed to avert an open conflict which, eco- 
nomically, could have led to escalating retaliatory mea- 
sures, thus compromising the strategy of U.S. manufac- 
turers while durably harming political relations between 
the two countries. 


And yet, the door to the Japanese market is far from 
wide open to U.S. manufacturers, whose arrival on the 
archipelago may prove very expensive. And neither 
will the Geneva compromise end other trade disputes 
between the two countries (air transport, and so on), 
while the implementation of the actual agreement may 
be cause for many a quarrel. The talks also highlighted 
the limited powers of the new WTO. While the latter 
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welcomed the agreemeat, this episode showed that the 
Americans do not hesitate to ditch the principle of 
“multilateralism” whenever necessary. The Europeans, 
among others, now fear that the United States might 
some day behave in a similar manner in its relations 
with Europe. 


Spain WEU Goal ‘Gradual’ EU Incorporation 
BRO307133695 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 

in Spanish 1 Jul 95 p6 

[Report by Isidre Ambros: “Spain Also Assumes Presi- 


dency of WEU To Prepare Its Gradual Integration Into 
the EU") 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — Preparing the 
gradual incorporation of the WEU (Western European 
Union), the only security and defense organization that 
is totally European, into the European Union (EU) 
is Spain's main objective during this year’s second 
semester in which Spain assumes the EU presidency. 
This is also the main objective added to the Spanish 
diplomatic agenda when it became its turn to assume 
presidency of the WEU. This coincidence is a result of 
the fact that the intergovernmental conference to revise 
the Maastricht Treaty will start in 1996 and it is foreseen 
that the WEU will also contribute its view on the future 
framework for security and defense in Europe. For this 
to become possible, Spanish diplomats have to prepare 
a document that the foreign and defense ministers of the 
WEVU countries need to approve in a meeting scheduled 
for mid-November in Madrid. 


Another priority of the Spanish diplomats is to elaborate 
on the study created within the WEU on the new 
security conditions in Europe. In practical terms, this 
involves an elaboration of the second part of the White 
Paper on security in Europe, which was approved last 
May in Lisbon and comes down to reaching a consensus 
on the forms to defend the common interests that have 
been identified previously by WEU members. 
However, in addition to these political priorities, Spain 
has also set other more political goals. For example, it 
wants to work on the creation of a European security 
and defense academy through the gradual conversion of 
the Institute of Security Studies. It also hopes to enhance 
the structure and the functioning of the WEU itself, as 
it believes that the institute will contribute considerably 
to improve the functioning of the WEU. 


Well aware of the ever increasing role that the WEU will 
be playing in the years to come, Spanish diplomats want 
to improve the dynamics of the ministerial meetings 
before the number of participating countries increases. 
For this reason, i| proposes starting a debate on the 
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restructuring of these meetings and the decisionmaking 
process. Spain intends to open up this discussion 
during its six-month presidency by presenting a study 
should continue into the first months of the coming year, 
under the UK presidency. 


The WEU, based in Brussels, currently has 10 members 


Iran’s Velayati Addresses Economic Forum 


LD0207213095 Tehran IRNA in English 
2033 GMT 2 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Tehran, July 2, IRNA — The 


In his speech, Velayati emphasized the role of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in promotion of the objectives 
of Economic Cooperation Organization (BCO) and the 
creation of the Caspian Sea legal regime in the region. 


Secondly, he noted, Iran has tried to transfer the natural 
gas and oil of these states to the destinations abroad and 
“in doing this, we have offered the most suitable, the 
most economical and the most practical proposals.” 


The foreign minister underlined that iran’s proposals 
contained both the choice of exchange and barter system 
or laying of pipelines or both. 


He indicated that pipelines can be laid through Turkey 
or the Persian Gulf (at the Kharg Oil terminals) to 
Europe. The first proposal on the exchange of goods 
could be given priority over the other as an urgent 
solution or even as a long term project which can be 
immediately implemented. 

Iran welcomes joint ventures in the region for building 
infrastructures as well as in laying of pipelines for both 
oil and gas. He added that Iran would welcome foreign 
multilateral investment in the region and attaches im- 
portance to such kind of economic activities. 
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their products at the fair. He indicated that preferential 
tariff system has been discussed at the preliminary 
meetings by ECO which should gradually lead to the 
creation of a free trade zone in the region. 


concluded that ECO is trying its best to build the infra- 
structure of the region for the cause of development. 
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Major on London Joining EU Single Currency 
MS030710S895 London BBC Television Network 
in English 0715 GMT 2 Jul 95 


{Interview with Prime Minister John Major by host 
David Frost; from the “Breakfast With Frost” program 
— live] 

(FBIS Transcribed Excerpts} [Frost] On point that John 
Redwood was making there was an absolutely, definite 
no to a single currency now, 4 nO NOW, Hol even just 
a word about abolishing the pound. Would you teil us 
exactly your position on this point? 

{Major} | don’t think it's wise to say no now, and 
I've set out the reasons for that on many occasions 
rll happily do so again. I negotiated the opt-out, the 
decisicn, the onmportunity for this country to say no at 


[Frost] Even in 1999” 
[Major] I've said that repeatedly yes. I've said for years 


but I very much doubt that it will be more than a small 
number of countries. But what | think would be folly 
would be for the United Kingdom, one of the great 
European powers, to exclude itself from this debate — 
the most important economic debate that Europe has had 


if we think entering a single currency is not in the British 
interest. Or if we think the economics aren't right. Or 
if we are worned about the constitutional implications. 
That option is absolutely there, yes or no at a later stage. 
Why should we throw away our influcnce in Europe on 
this issue and in so doing on a number of other issues 
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as well by saying no at this stage. I don’t think that is 
in the Briush national interest. 

[Frost] And if in 1999 we don't involve ourselves in a 
single currency, you were hinting weren't you yesterday 
in the FT [FINANCIAL TIMES) and elsewhere, that 
we might become the leader of the non-EM¥ countries. 
That there might be another country against it like 
Denmark. and then others who are for it but can't get 
in because of convergence, and we could become along 
you pattern of not going in in 1999, we could become 
the leader of the non’s. 


[Major] There are two separate points. The one you've 
raised and the one that precedes it. There is no possi- 
bility whatsoever of all the members of the European 
Union going forward in 1999 or for years and years and 
years afterwards, if ever. No possibility at all. A small 
number of nations, five, six, seven, probably no more, 
might be able to go ahead in 1999 or shortly there- 
after. Now the first thing you have to ask is what will 
that mean for the Eu. »pean Union as a whole. For the 
first time we'll have an inner core. A core of nations 
who have their own currency with the rest of the Eu- 
ropean Union outside. Now that wil! change the whole 
nation and structure oi the European Union. And I can 
give you some practical examples. How does that im- 
pact on the single market, what does that mean for the 
delivery of structural funds, do they go to weak areas, 
shall we say the new German Landau, inside the core 
currency, or only to less economically developed areas 
outside the core currency. What does it mean if the in- 
wer currencies have a fixed exchange rate and a single 
currency and the currencies outside devalue in the nor- 
mal life of economics that happens from time to time. | 
will give you a practical example: What is most worry- 
ing many Frenchmen at the moment is Italian tomatoes. 
The Italians have effectively devalued against the franc 
by a substantial amount. Italian tomatoes are entering 
Prance undercutting French tomatoes, they're very wor- 
ried about that. Now that is a problem on a much larger 
scale that could occur if you have a small core of na- 
tions going ahead. Now the first point is that no one in 
Europe has examined these problems at all. And I have 
been arguing for years that we should in the interests of 
all Europe, we should know what it means if some go 
ahead with a single currency. They haven't and we've 
got to be part of that debate. That's the first point. The 
second point, your quite right, only some nations will 
go ahead. What of those that don't. Are we to have, to 
borrow the phrase | used a moment ago, a directorate 
of the big states in Europe, with the other states tagging 
along lamely behind. Well I have to say to you that is 
not the European Union | joined. And it’s not the Buro- 
pean Union I wish to see. So I think both in the debate 
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up to 1999 or whenever it is, Britain will represent our 
interests and our views in that debate, but we will also 
have an eye for all those other nations in Europe who 
are not likely to meet the economic criteria for a single 
currency. And once a decision has been made, if we do 
have a two-core E .-pe — an inner core and an outer 
core — then I thin. he small nations in the outer core 
will probably look to some of the big nations to protect 
their interests. And we might well be that nation. 
[Frost] And in fact from all your saying and the added 
complexity, | mean to be fair, to draw the conclusion 
that it's very very unlikely that we would become 
involved in a single currency before the first decade 
of the next century” 

[Major] I'm not going to put dates on it or a definitive 
answer as I've said before we don't know what ihe 
circumstances will be. We don't truly know when the 
economic circumstances will be met. Some couniries 
criteria, economic criteria in order to join. Luxembourg 
will have done, Germany will have done, the United 
Kingdom will have done, some others will, so the option 
will be there for us but I don't know when it will be 
right to exercise thal option and there are very many 
things to contemplate, to consider, thal have not yet 
been considered. And just to say yes or no before we 
know the circumstances and before those matters have 
been considered and before we see the political, the 
econc.mic, and the constitutional implications seems to 
me unwise and not in the British national interests. 


[passage omutted] 


Mayhew: ‘We Are Not Seeking Surrender’ 
MS$2006131895 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 29 Jun 95S p 14 


(Article by Sir Patrick Mayhew, secretary of state for 
Northern Ireland: “We Seek talks With All Parties... Not 
Surrender’ } 

[FBIS Transcribed Text) July is a significant month for 
Northern Ireland, forming the core of the “marching 
season”. Anniversaries seem to pile up, cach with its 
varying resonance for the two communities in Northern 
Ireland's divided society. 

It is also a month with some sombre anniversaries for 
those interested in the peace process. On July two 1980 
the Briush government produced a two-option document 
on devolu' ‘on which failed to achieve agreement. 

On July four 1974 the Constitutional Convention was 
set up, only to break down without agreement in 1976. 


In spite of these reminders that ministers need to keep 
their feet on the ground and mainiain a healthy caution, 
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I detect more public hopefulness in the current process 
than I have seen before. 


There are two main reasons. The first and most obvious 
is the absence of terrorist violence. This has v 4c: formed 
life in the province. It is immensely welcont: #. ~wch 
credit is due to all who have brought it about. 


The second reason is a perception that there is more 
the 1991-92 talks did not produce an agreement, they 
did identify the main relauonships which needed to be 
dealt with. 

Those taking part were surprised to find how much 
agreement wis possible. 

We have also seen the Briush and Irish governments 


they have agreed about the principle of consent. To 
quote the Declaration: 


“it is fo: the people of the island of Ireland alone, 
by agreement between the two parts respectively, io 
exercise, their right of se: f-determination on the basis of 
consent, freely and concurrently given, north and south". 
The British government committed itself yet again to 
respecting the constitutional wishes of the majority of 
the people of Northern Ireland. The Irish governn:ent 
agreed in the event of an overall settlement, to support 
necessary changes to the Irish Constitution to recognise 
this principle. 


This common approach was taken forward in Prame- 
works for the Future, where the two governments put 
ierensGqupents hen Gnenuiitedimeetentiien 
settlement covering north-south and east-west relation- 
ships. The British government on its own made propos- 
als for possible devolved institutions within Northern 
Ireland. 

All these proposals are for discuss’on, not imposition. 
What is important is that the basic three-stranded 
approach does enjoy widespread acceptance, and that 
in much of the proposed detail, for example the need to 
ensure a strong framework to protect civil rights, there 
is almost universal agreement. 


Ali of these developments are very welcome. They need 
now, like seedlings, to be “grown on”. But only the 
people of Northern Ireland themselves are capable of 
tringing this process through to success. So our aim is 
to imitate as soon as possible inclusive all-party talks. 


It is important to the prospects of a lasting settlement 
that no part of the community feels itself excluded. But 
each party's democratic mandate should be its sole aim 
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"We are at the beginning of a new cra in which we are 
totally committed to democratic and peaceful methods 
of resolving our political problems”. 

But Gerry Adams claims in his recent book: 


means and objectives means disciaiming any return to 
the use of force to pursue political ends? 


Will Sinn Fein abide by a political settlement agreed 
between the parties and endorsed by the greater number 





Decommissioning is not some arbitrary new hurdle 


“They (the British government) want the IRA to stop, 
so that Sinn Fein can have the privilege of, 12 weeks 


| 
3 
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We are not secking surrender. We seck taiks in which all 


LD0107151795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1450 GMT I Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) A Sinn Fein (SF) leader today 
“absolutely refuted” claims that the [RA had called off 
its ceasefire and planned to go on the offensive again. 














“If the IRA has no intention oj ¢isasimng then the peace 
process is going to be under (cat. But u wil be under 
threat because of the intentions of the IPA.” he added. 


Mr McLaughlin accused the Prime Minister of being 
paralysed by members of his cabinet who wanted fo 
block progress in the peace process. He said John Major 
should announce hi« support for all- party dialogue, and 


immediately initiate bilateral discussions with all parues 
with an electoral mandate. 
Yesterday Mr Major warned in an exclusive interview 


“If the IRA ever chose to go back to violence they would 
find that circumstances have changed dramatically,” he 


same backing as they had in the past. They are not 
going to have the same backing from the people on the 
streets and the Irish government and the churches and 
elsewhere that they onc claimed they had. That has 
changed. 

“What we want to do is to bring Sinn Fein into the 
politcal talks. There should be no doulx about that, that 
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SPD’s Scharping Addresses Bundestag on Bosnia 
Ai “006102195 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 0744 GMT 30 Jun 95 


[Speech by SPD Germany Chairman Rudolf Scharping 
at the Bundestag in Bonn — live] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Madame President, ladies and 
gentlemen: The motion of the Federal Government will 
change German foreign policy. The Federal Government 
is crossing 4 limit in a particularly sensitive area on 
whose observance we were in agreement until now. 
This will have far-reaching consequences beyond the 
motion on which we will vote today. It is no easy 
decision for anybody. Every member of the German 
Bundestag will feel this conflict — the conflict between 
the outrage about the cruel war in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and the limits of our possibility to act in the political 
sphere. This war has raged for years. It is the civilian 
population that is being killed, harassed, abused, taken 
hostage, raped, intersed, and expelled by one or the 
other parties to the war. There have been cases on 
all sides in which the military deliberately exposed 
the population to more suffering because it expected 
advantages in return. Everybody knows who is the main 
culprit in the drama in Bosnia-Herzegovina. It was the 
Serbian side that triggered the war and that waged it 
with incredible brutality against the Muslims, who could 
not defend themselves at the beginning. Ethnic cleansing 
and mass rapes are particularly horrible instruments 
of warfare. The besieging of towns like Sarajevo and 
Tuzla, attempts to ensure that people die of hunger and 
thirst by encircling them — this is — like the shelling of 
the helpiess inhabitants of towns in revenge for military 
losses and defeats — the brutal disregard of human 
dignity and human life. [applause] 


I would like to add that attacks on journalists are also 
attacks on the freedom of reporting and on the informa- 
tion of the public outside this maltreated country. Ladies 
and gentlemen, all this and our own bitter experiences 
oblige us to passionately advocate peace and freedom, 
including the freedom from violence and hatred. The 
only decisive yardstick of our policy is how we can 
help people it: Bosnia-Herzegovina. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, in spite of the outrage about the 
war and violence, in spite of every passion for peace, a 
responsible consideration of our possibilities is required. 
Mr. Kinkel, hesitation over such a decision honors the 
one who seemingly hesitates more than the apparent 
Straightforward determination that rejects hesitation. 
{unintelligible interjections] Those who invite others to 
work toward a common position should not accuse them 
of having adopted a without-me attitude. [applause] 
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Until now, there has been agreement on our possibilities 
in Germany. We want to help the people. This continues 
to be the only goal and the oaly yardstick of our policy. 
We want to strengthen the United Nations, because 
this is the only way to ensure th: strength of right 
against the right of the strong. We want to support the 
United Nations in their humanitarian mission in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, but not participate — for good reason — 
in the implementation of this mandate. We have met 
the first part of this agreement in a special way in 
Germany. In this way, we are fulfilling a human and 
political obligation toward this part of Europe, which 
had to suffer from the atrocities of World War II. We 
convey thanks to the numerous people and organizations 
that provide humanitarian aid. We thank all those who 
the acceptance of several hundred thousand refugees in 
Germany. We thank the soldiers of the Bundeswehr 
who are carrying out relief flights while risking their 
lives, who monitor the flight ban, or who participate 
in efforts to monitor the embargo. [applause] We thank 
the police officers and many others who support Hans 
Koschnick [EU administrator in Mostar]. We also thank 
Hans Koschnick and the numerous other people who 
provid: humanitarian aid. [applause] They contribute 
to Germany's image as a peaceful, committed country 
tha’ is characterized by help and compassion for fellow 
human beings. 


That commitment is at the same time a contribution 
to a political solution. Without peaceful commitment, 
withou. confidence in the future, without hope, and 
without the courage to peace the policy of the states 
cannot achicve anything. [applause] It is only on this 
basis that a political solution can come about. And there 
is no alternative to a political, a peaceful solution, except 
that of an even more terrible war. There will be no 
military solution to this conflict. [applause] 


The United Nations’ support contributes to a political 
solution. Anyone who wants this solution must not 
risk an escalation. They must talk to all the conflicting 
parties, however burdening this may be in view of all 
our past experiences. The preparedness for peace, a 
possible cease-fire, the renunciation of violence, respect 
for the borders, the protection of the minorities within 
these borders are basic elements of a political solution. 
But unfortunately it is true that these basic elements 
were ignored during the time of recognition. That is 
hard to understand and difficult to remedy. Anyone who 
reads the documents and statements that have just been 
published by the German Society for Foreign Policy 
will realize that the course that was set in 1991 was 
wrong, and it damaged the trust in Europe and toward 
Germany. [applause] The policy of quick and early 
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recognition put pressure on the states in the EU to follow 
the German example. That contributed to the failure of 
the Yugoslavia policy and the messed-up situation in 
Bosnia. [applause] Nobody will fail to realize that the 
war of the then Yugoslav People’s Army against Croatia 
and Slovenia in 1991 was a difficult problem behind 
which the greater Serbian idea was hiding. The question 
was whether one could at all maintain Yugoslavia’s 
unity without supporting the Serbian aggressor. Yet, 
the answer by the Federal Government, the quick 
recognition aiming at internationalizing the conflict did 
not have a dampening effect, but produced a decisive 
mistake. This recognition was made without the security 
of the new states being recognized within their borders 
by all their neighbors, the principie of nonviolence and 
exclusively peaceful changes to borders being respected, 
of an international existence , and particularly 
without defusing the bomb of the multiethnic population 
structure in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Germany’s first opting 
out of the Western community in an important foreign- 
policy question caused ill-will and concern. 


It is only against this background that the pressure, un- 
der which the Federal Government has been since then, 
becomes understandable. Acting vigorously, promising 
a lot of things that Germany is now prepared to do, in- 
cluding the phrase, Mr. Foreign Minister, that one wants 
to bring Serbia to its knees, has increased this pressure. 
{applause} But the federal chancellor, and we have sup- 
ported him in that, has always stuck to the principle 
that German soldiers should not be deployed to the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, because the memories of the atroci- 
ties committed during World War Il could only lead 
to an escalation of the conflicts and to putting German 
soldiers irresponsibly at risk. This policy is now being 
changed. There was a consensus that the FRG should 
not take part in the UN mandate, while supporting the 
realization of this mandate. That is why, despite all do- 
mestic debates, Germany has supported the surveillance 
of the flight ban and the monitoring of the embargo. 
This position agreed upon will be continued with logis- 
tic support, with transport and medical units, and with 
reconnaissance aircraft. Anything else exceeds this line 
agreed upon, changes the policy, and makes Germany a 
participant in the mandate. Unfortunately it is true that 
wars cannot be overcome by noble aititudes alone. The 
war in the former Yugoslavia needs an increasing de- 
gree of funds and commitment by the United Nations. 


The establishment of the Rapid Reaction Force is 
necessary. We welcome it. It also serves to win time and 
space for negotiated solutions. In this phase, new efforts 
will be required to ensure the acceptance of the peace 
plan of the Contact Group and to achieve the mutual 
recognition of the states and of their borders. if we 
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passionately advocate the continued presence of the UN 
troops, this is also because of the lack of an alternative 
and to prevent worse developments. For this reason, 
German foreign policy should support all efforts aimed 
at a global and optimum operation of the troops and at 
preventing escalating measures that endanger their stay. 


I would like to point out that the United Nations has 
been incorporating NATO air support for UN troops in 
the peacekeeping rules since 1953. However, this has 
created more problems than it has solved. Particularly 
air raids against so-called strategic goals instead of 
direct attacks against the ones who violate the rules 
among the Serbs ha. led to massive reactions — to 
terrorist attacks on protection zones, to hostage taking, 
and to an activation of the antiaircraft missiles. Those 
who reflect things in a responsible manner cannot 
overlook the contradictions between the attitude of 
the UN commanders in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
behavior of NATO in some situations. Most air raids 
have led to an escalation. Referring to statements by 
the UN secretary general, one can claim that war in the 
air will not lead to peace on the earth. [applause] 


In contrast to that, the Bundestag group of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] pointed out as 
early as December 1994 that the UN mandate must 
be strengthened, that the troops must be provided with 
more weapons, that larger units must be formed, that the 
protection zones should be demilitarized and enlarged, 
and that the embargo must be enforced. Thus, I am 
asking you here today: Where is the initiative of the 
Federal Government for the efficient enforcement the 
weapons embargo? [applause] Where is the initiative 
for the support of those states which suffer economically 
from the embargo, which is being broken anyway, for 
a compensation for che disadvantage they are suffering, 
as happened duriny, the Gulf war? You all know that the 
SPD would be willing to place a specially trained and 
specially equippe} troop at the disposal of the United 
Nations for such cases. You, the Federal Government, 
have refused te comply with this request by the UN 
secretary gene:al. You know that, in the extreme case, 
we would also be willing to enforce an embargo with 
military means. It is always better to prevent the 
transport of weapons to a war zone than having to 
participate in the consequences and their elimination 
afterward. [applause] In the present situation, one cannot 
speak of safeguarding peace. This would be ridiculous. 
To speak of the enforcement of peace is impermissible. 
Whether help for peace can be provided is open and, 
unfortunately, not very likely. The Federal Government 
spoke of help for a possible withdrawal until the end 
of May this year. In policy statements, we stressed 
jointly that such a withdrawal might have disastrous 
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— particularly for the civilian population 
but also for the authority of the United Nations and 
for the capacity of the community of states to contain 
the conflict. Nobody has so far expressed a plausible 
idea as to how the danger of the conflict 


those deploying troops that their soldiers be protected, 
better equipped, and enabled to carry out their tasks. 

It is easy, and has unfortunately become quite fashion- 
able, to blame the United Nations, deplore its ineffi- 
ciency, and make derogatory remarks about it. People 
fail to realize that the presence of these troops is only 
possible with all the warring parties agreeing. They also 
fail to realize that the United Nations is not a party in 
the war, is not waging a war, and that in the interest of 
a political and peaceful solution it must not become a 
party in the future. People fail to realize that it is only 


Germany, on the strengthening of the United Nations, its 
real tasks, and the contributions Germany should make 
to this development. Because people fail to realize all 
these things, I would, on behalf of my Bundestag Group, 
like to express our high regard for the responsible job 
and the courage of the UN troops. [applause] We thank 
the states that have deployed troops to the former Yu- 
goslavia. Our deep sympathy goes out to the families 
of the victims. [unintelligible interjections] I cannot un- 
derstand at all why this should cause protests by you. 


(applause) 


In the current phase, however, the Federal Govern- 
ment’s position has again been unclear and fickle. Fol- 
lowing the air strikes and the outrageous hostage-taking, 
measures were considered on how to strengthen the Blue 
Helmets. Until 29 May 1995 the Federal Government 
expressly ruled out German participation in strengthen- 
ing these troops. The Federal Government said that its 
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promises only apply to a withdrawal of the troops. For- 
eign Minister Kinkel said on 29 May that any other help 


is expressly rejected because of the German principle 
decision not to send any German troops to Yugoslavia 
due to the historic situation. Mr. Foreign Minister, I 
respect your changing your decision against the back- 
ground of different developments and a reassessment of 
your arguments. But, please, do also respect those who 
on the basis of their former arguments and on assessing 
the facts want to stick with the position that has been 
the consensus in Germany so far. [applause] Two days 
later, on 31 May, a phase of controversial positions be- 
gan. Defense Minister Ruehe started it with promising 
German help in regrouping the Bluc Helmets in Bosnia. 
The very same day the Chancellor’s Office distanced it- 
self from this move; and one day later, at a meeting of 
Bundestag Group chairpeople, the foreign and defense 
ministers presented this help in regrouping as the Fed- 
eral Government's position. The Federal Government 
was now speaking about German help with regrouping 
the Blue Helmets. It did not say anything about support- 
ing a RRF at that time, although the force had already 
been proposed. 


A renewed change took place after the meeting of 
defense ministers in Paris on 3 July. The statements by 
the governments hinted at support for the planned RRF 
and the possible provision of the Bundeswehr soldiers 
as an integral part of this troop. This is a dramatic 
turnabout in the policy on Yugoslavia pursued so far. 
According to the maxim that was valid until 29 May, 
Germany soldiers are not facing useful deployment 
prospects in the former Yugoslavia because of the 
German past. If the RRF now increases the number of 
Blue Helmets in Bosnia, the question arises of what 
special tasks Germany can assume in this connection, 
and what the suitable instruments for support are — 
without assuming the risks of an escalation — for the 
support of a humanitarian mandate designed to serve the 
civilian population. In view of this situation, nothing 
should detract the attention from the real problem. 
German soldiers, soldiers of the Air Force, will virtually 
become part of the Blue Helmet troop and jointly fulfill 
the mandate of the Security Council. Mr. Chancellor, 
this must also have become clear to you and your 
ministers. One of your state secretaries has been quoted 
as saying in DER SPIEGEL: We have taken ourselves 
in. From then on, numerous attempts were made to 
cover up this dilemma. This is all the more regrettable 
because, in a serious case like the decision on the 
dispatch of the Bundeswehr, efforts should by all means 
be made to ensure a very broad consensus. Those who 
want a consensus could have achieved it togeiher with 
the SPD Bundestag Group. 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95S-127 


3 July 1995 GERMANY 13 
We passionately advocate the continued presence of formed a close alliance with the Bosnian Muslims. They 
the United Nations, and we are willing to support __ established an entire armed [Waffen] SS division, whose 


any German aid that supports the stay of the UN 
soldiers. There was agreement on this until 29 May. 
Your position was nearly identical with that of the 
SPD. You are responsible for the situation that has now 
been created. A large majority of my Bundestag group 
cannot accept the government’s motion. Therefore it 
submitted its own motion. The differences are clear: 
First. the Federal Government links the decision on aid 
and support for the UN troop with a decision on aid for 
a possible withdrawal. We reject this link. [applause] 
Thus, Germany will be the only country in Europe to 
send the false signal that a withdrawal is imminent. We 
also reject this because the rights of parliament are being 
curbed because the situation regarding a decision on the 
withdrawal is not foreseeable, and because a decision 
by the Bundestag is only possible and mandatory in the 
situation. For political reasons, this link is unacceptable 
because the conditions under which a withdrawal would 
have to be carried out are not foreseeable. Thus, no 
decision can be made at this point on the type of help 
Germany will provide. 

Second, the Federal Government does not want to 
limit the operation of the Bundeswehr unit. Thus, it 
undermines the rights of parliament and demands a 
nlank check for its use in the former Yugoslavia. 
However, if Germany is not to act as a supplier of 
troops in the former Yugoslavia, the mission of the 
Bundeswehr must be examined regularly with a view 
to its appropriateness and adapted to new conditions if 
need be. Parliament must be able to make a decision 
on that. Otherwise its constitutive participation cannot 
be achieved. Such a decisionmaking process would 
also be in the interest of the soldiers and of the joint 
responsibility of parliament vis-a-vis the soldiers and 
their families, which has repeatedly been claimed. For 
this reason, the SPD motion includes a limitation. 
Third, the SPD rejects the use of RCE Tornados be- 
cause this virtually makes Germany a supplier of troops 
and may lead to an escalation that damages the entire 
mandate. Germany's past is still present in the minds 
of Serbian soldiers, and we should omit everything that 
might boost the greater Serbian propaganda, which is 
already visible. With regard to Bosnia-Herzegovina, I 
would like to point out that it is not only a question of 
the atrocities that occurred during World War II. Those 
who recall the contents of documents and experiences, 
historical experiences, will see that German atrocities 
in Yugoslavia and particularly in Bosnia were accom- 
panied by very special circumstances. 


One of them was, for example, that, during World War 
Il, the SS regime, and particularly the SS leadership, 


members of my party, after careful consideration, have 
adopted a different position. And anyone will respect 
this careful consideration. It is taking place in a situation 
that the development of which we have not been able 
to influence and that the Federal Government has been 
able to influence to a certain degree. It is taking place 
in a situation that is characterized by and the 
attempt to achieve a mandate, without which there will 
be no peaceful solution. I would like to point out 
in this connection that any attempt to exploit these 
considerations in a party-political sense will fail because 
these colleagues are determined not to let themselves be 
used for that. [applause] 


Four: In its motion, the Federal Government does not 
exclude the use of conscripts doing basic military ser- 
vice. But we want to have them excluded, because de- 
ploying those soldiers involves far too great a risk. 
Ladies and gentlemen, in other fields, the SPD's motion 


and gentlemen, those who agree io this part also have 
qualms about doing so. And I would like to add quite 
freely: To me, these qualms seem honorable. In any 
case, I prefer these qualms to the unscrupulous export 
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of arms, which has unfortunately characterized Germany 
under this Federal Government. [applause] 


By the way, I warn against using domestic motives in 
this debate. I would like to mention three examples in 
this respect: One cannot pretend that the government's 
proposal is based on the willingness to wage a war. 
I consider this absolutely absurd, however, I share the 
concerns of the chancellor that one might stumble into 
this debate. This concern is a good reason for ensuring 
thai the aid in fulfilling the mandate should be strictly 
limited to support within the framework that has existed 
so far. 

Second, all members of the Bundestag, in any event all 
membcrs of the Bundestag group — and I am sure all 
the others, too — support the soldiers, their families, and 
their relatives in fulfilling a difficult task. [applause] We 
do not support the policy of the Federal Government. 
Both things must be separated carefully. Third, some 
say that we are facing isolation or an inability to act 
jointly within the alliance. It must be stated clearly 
that we are, for the first time since the spring of 1991, 
making a decision on the basis of our own unrestricted 
responsibility and the same sovereignty as our allies. 
Nobody accuses the United States of a lack of solidarity 
if it limits its participation. Nobody accuses France or 
Great Britain of a lack of solidarity if they reserve the 
right tu make their own decision on the withdrawal of 
their Blue Helmet soldiers. Nobody accuses Germany 
of a lack of solidarity if it refuses to dispatch ground 
troops. Not knowing whether I understood you correctly 
or whether it was a slip of the tongue on your part — 
I heard you say, Mr. Kinkel, that the use of combat 
troops on the ground is being ruled out. I would like 
to point out that our behavior would only be logical in 
this connection if the participation of the mandate and in 
the mandate would not be limited to such activities that 
are considered more symbolic and thus disappointing 
in other regions. | know that from numerous talks in 
European and other areas. 


Ladies and no matter what decision we 
make, solidarity with the United Nations and the alliance 
is neither up for debate nor being question-d. In any 
event, there is no doubt about that in the SPD. However, 
solidarity must not prevent us from making our own 
decision after careful consideration. Thus, our situation 
is not different from that of the United States, France, 
Great Britain, the Netherlands, Spain, Haly, Russia, 
and any other state. These states are not using their 
unquestioned solidarity to abandon their own interests 
and do not feel obliged to accept the decisions of 
collective systems. No state is forced to support such 
decisions if they do not correspond to its own interests. 
This is the difference between the United Nations and 
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the obligaitons that we have assumed vis-a-vis our 
NATO partwers. It is true that the interest of our 
partners in a predict~ble Germany is legitimate. They 
Cami rest assured that, no matter who governs in Bonn, 
Germany will accept the duties of its solidarity like any 
every other country, Germany will also use its right to 
make a decision after the consideration of its interests. 
[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, we support the parts of the pro- 
posal — which also represent a change and, as a result, 
a change in the course of Germany's foreign policy — 
that we are convinced will help the civilian population 
to reduce suffering and will improve opportunities for a 
peaceful solution. We reject the parts that we are afraid 
that they might damage the first goal. Our considera- 
tions are characterized by scruples and careful deliber- 
ations. Everything else would be impermissible in this 
situation. We respect those who arrive at a different so- 
lution, but a large majority among us are convinced that 
it is better to continue the policy that, in spite of dif- 
ficulties and setbacks, ultimately helped save the lives 
of numerous millions of people, to make the tenacious 
and burdened, but indispensable effort to find a peaceful 
way out of this conflict, and to limit all military instru- 
ments to finding such a way out. [applause] 


Calls Vote ‘Wrong’ 
AU3006204995 Mainz 3SAT Television Network 
in German 1720 GMT 30 Jun 95 


[Interview with SPD Chairman Rudolf Scharping by 
Hans-Ulrich Stelter on 30 June; place not given — live 
or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Stelter] Would you say that 
today 1 presents a defeat for you as chairman of the 
SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] Bundestag 
Group? 


[Scharping} No, it was a victory for social democracy, 
because we permitted sovereign decisions to be made, 
each individual deputy was free to decide how he 
would vote. The individual members of the 

seriously weighed things up, and about 15 percent of 
the floor group tien voted along with the government. | 
respect that, although I think that the result was wrong, 
because this decision means that at the request of the 
government, we are on a new course in 
foreign policy that could lead to a military escalation. | 
do noi want that, but it is possible. [passage omitted] 


[Stelter] Do you think that the self-restraint on the part 


of German foreign policy that was practiced in the past 
was the better policy course? 
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[Scharping] A.solutely, and I know from the many con- 
versations that I have held in Burope as a result of hold- 
ing the office of head of the European social democratic 
movement that the idea of a German contribution has 
been received with very mi-sd feelings, and that also 
applies to those countries that have troops in former 
Yugoslavia. Social Democrats head seven of the 15 EU 
member states’ governments. I have spoken to all of 
them over the past few days, and I know that the as- 
sessments are very mixed. In any eveat, there can be 
no question of the German Social Democrats being iso- 
lated. [passage omitted) 

[Stelter] Following today’s events, is the SPD once 
again set on a more united course, having survived the 


GERMANY 1s 


various strains that threatened to produce a rift and now 
that it has all of that behind it? 


{Scharping] My impression is that all of last week was 
difficult for the SPD, but that was necessary. Much has 
assumed a clearer form now. I can now see that the 
Bundestag gioup as well as the party will concentrate 
with more vigor on our task, thal is, to prompt a 
resigning from office. 

[Stelter] Many thanks, Mr. Scharping. 
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16 FRANCE 


President Chirac Meets With Syria's al-Shar’ 


JN 3006183595 Damascus Syria Arab Television 
Network in Arabic 1730 GMT 30 Jun 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] French President Jacques Chirac 
received Foreign Minister Farug al-Shar’ at the Elysee 
Palace this afternoon. 

The foreign minister delivered a message from His 
Excellency President Hafiz al-Asad to French President 
Jacques Chirac who in his turn asked him to convey 
warmest greetings and wishes to his excelleacy the 
president. 

The discussion dealt with the situation on the interna- 
uonal and regional level, and the peace process develop- 
ments. The discussion also dealt with bilateral relations 
and the importance of promoting them in all fields, as 
well as Syria's relations with the European Union. In 
this respect, the French president reviewed the results 
of the recent Europea: Cannes summit. 


Assistant Foreign Minister Yusuf Shakkur, the Syrian 


news agencies. 


tions that were held between the two chiefs of staff in 
Washington are positive and thorough. He added: Fol- 


sessment of the results of these talks. 


In reply to a question on the peace process in general 
and whether the French president has submitted to the 


foreign minister a specific working plan in this respect, 
al-Shar’ said: | have sensed that France is very much 


are good and will remain good so long as there is good 
understanding between the two countries. 


Minister Meets With ai-Shar’ 


JNO107133195 Damascus Syrian Arab Republic Radio 
Network in Arabic 1115 GMT 1 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Paris — A round of official 
talks was held at the French Foreign Ministry between 
the Syrian Arab side led by Foreign Minister Farug al- 
Shar’ and the French side led by Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charetie. The meeting was attended on the Syrian 
side by Assistant Foreign Minister Yusuf Shakkur, the 
heads of t'< West Europe and Economy Desks, the head 
of the minister's Private Office, and the Syrian charge 
d'affaires in Paris. On the French side, the talks were 
attended by the heads of the North Africa and Middle 
East Desks, the head of the minister's office, and French 
Ambassador in Damascus Jean-C!aude Cousseran. 


eS Se ee eee 


and expanding the relations, as well as for finding a 
mechanism to give momentum to these relations in all 
fields. 


The talks also dealt with the relationship between Syria 
and the European Union, particularly concerning the 
Barcelona conference which will be held in November. 
Within this framework, the two sides reaffirmed the 
importance of this conference and the role which could 
be played by France and the EU countries, together with 
the regional countries. 


At the end of the talks, al-Shar’ answered questions 


drawal in implementation of Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425, which has not been implemented until now. 


Asked about security arrangements in the Golan, al- 
Shar’ said: Syria's om poe ny of oa a 

ments is what was agreed on by the ewe alien last Bday 
under U.S. sponsorship and what was issued in a U.S. 
declaration under the tite: The Pramework of Under- 
standing on the Principles and Objectives of Security 
Arrangements. 





is report may contain copynghted matenal — 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 














Minister de Charette described the visit to Paris by al- 
Shar’ as a starting point to activate relations between 
France and Syria. He added: Thus, we decided to move 
with determination and in a tangible and practical way. 
The French foreign minister also spoke about the French 
and European interest in the Barcelona conference in 


Concluding his statement to journalists, de Charette 
thanked al- Shar’ for inviting him to visit Syria, noting 
his happiness to make the visit in the coming months. 
De Charette Outlines EU Presidency Achievements 


BR3006/ 42595 Paris LES ECHOS in French 
30 Jun 95 p4 


(Report signed "J.M.L.": "French Presidency: Paris’ 
Strategy Called Into Question”) 


FRANCE 17 


was necessary in order to clear the way. 

In regard to the Maastricht review, it is again Madrid 
which will have to look at the report by the Reflection 
Group. “From the point of view of tactics and courtesy, 
France did not have to reveal its intentions at the Cannes 
Council,” Foreign Minister Herve de Charette siated 
yesterday. In any event, the “five good results” of the 
Freach presidency presented by Herve de Charette, real 
as they may be, will not be enough to remove the doubts. 


The first cause for satisfaction concerns “the satisfactory 
functioning of the Union” despite the increase in number 
to 15. This is correct insofar as there was no major 
deadlock. 

The second concerns the birth of a “genuine strategy 
toward the external environment.” Adjustments in ex- 
show the beginnings of a foreign policy. In particu- 
lar, there was unanimous agreement on partnership with 
Russia. The provisional trade agreement will soon be 
signed. 

The third concerns “good preparations for deadlines.” 
As we have seen, this relates to post-Maastricht and 
the single currency. But the question of monetary 
cohabitauon between countries within economic and 
monetary union and those outside it remains to be 
settled. The committee of wise men as proposed by 
Jacques Chirac was not accepted. 

The fourth concerns the “pole of economic coopera- 
tion.” Herve de Charette believes that convergence was 
reinforced after Cannes. But that depends first of all on 
government policy. It is up to France to show what it 


can do. As to the “genuine debate on employment,” no 
more than a start was made ... 


Finally, and this is the fifth point, Herve de Charette 
saw the Europol agreement as a “complete test.” This 
presentation, designed to combat Europessimism, is not 
going to convince the majority of the small countries 
which are disappointed or surprised at the style adopted 
by Jacques Chirac in Cannes. 

It is now up to Spain to “take the arm of the Unicn 
presidency,” Herve de Charette commented. 


Millon: ‘No Programs Will Be Canceled in 1995” 
BR2906122795 Paris LIBERATION in French 

29 Jun 95 pid 

[Report signed "J.GI.": "Defense Committee Grills Min- 
ister Charles Millon”) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The mood was heated for the 
first meeting of the Defense Committee at the National 
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Assembly, which was to discuss the cuts in the 1995 
Millon created an uproar when he said he was not able 
to tell which concrete measures would be taken after 
the 8.4- billion-French-francs cut from his budget. 


However, at the end of the meeting his aides indicated 
that he “could not announce the setting up of of a stcate- 
gic committee entrusted with making suggestions and 
give the results its work before it has even started.” 
Charles Millon nevertheless reassured deputies that “no 
programs will be caiceled in 1995" and tha his of- 
fice would resolve budget difficulties by “streamlining” 
some programs before announcing a “complete over- 
haul” of military programming next spring. (passage 
omitted] 

Paris May Allow Nuclear Test Site Visit 


AU2906114995 Paris AFP in English 
1133 GMT 29 Jun 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, June 29 (AFP) — France 
said Thursday [29 June] it will consider allowing a 
Greenpeace delegation to visit its nuclear test site on 
Mururoa atoll in French Polynesia. 

A French Defence Ministry spokesman said a Green- 
peace visit “could be considered in view of the French 
authorities’ desire for openness.” 

But it was out of the question that the visit take place 
aboard the Greenpeace flagship Rainbow Warrior II, as 
Mururoa is in a security zone, the spokesman said. 
He also said it was already planned that journalists 
and scientists visit the atoll when testing resumes from 
September. 

The Rainbow Warrior was due in Tahiti Thursday and 
was due to stay in Papeete harbour until Sunday or 
Monday before setting sale for Mururoa. 


Though Polynesia government leader Gaston Flosse 
has strongly attacked foreign critics of the new tests 
ordered by French President Jacques Chirac, there is 
also opposition within France's Pacific territory. 

Two marches of anti-nuclear activists have set off 
around the main island, Tahiti. Around 1,500 people 
have joined the marches since they began last Saturday. 
Rainbow Warrior II will be greeted in Papeete harbour 
by representatives of “The Peace Fleet” a group of 
20 pro-independence, religious and union groups also 
opposed to more tests on Mururoa Atoll. 


On July 10, 1985, the original flagship of the interna- 
t mai environment group was sunk in Auckland harbour 
by two French agents as it prepared to head for Mururoa 
for a similar anti-nuclear protest, killing a photographer. 
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New Zealand and Australia have been among leaders of 
criticism of France for ending its three year moraterium 
on testing — one of the first major decisions taken by 
Chirac after being elected president last month. 


Police Break Up Two GIA-Linked Gangs 


BR3006142795 Paris LE MONDE in French 
30 Jun 95 pl 


(Unattributed report: “French Police Break Up Two 
GIA-Linked Isiamic Gangs”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] B “th the police and the judiciary 
are pleased with the results of the police raids carried out 
some 10 days ago throughout France against presumed 
Islamic activists. Investigators say the raids of 20 June 
made it possible «0 break up at least two networks of 
activists with links with the Armed Islamic Group [GIA] 
as well as other Algerian guerrillas, to intercept several 
arms shipments to Algeria, and to improve knowledge of 
France's Islamic circles. On Thursday 29 June, charges 
were brought against 76 individuals and 65 were being 
held in custody. 

Investigators were able to determine the role played by a 
company — ISAG Export — based in the Val-de-Marne 
Department and which had relations with a number of 
Islamic groups. The CEO of this company, whici) had 
a hand in weapon smuggling operations to Algen.\, is 
considered the direct correspondent of several leader: of 
Algeria’s armed Islamic circles. Other emissaries wi 9 
were in contact with the Islamic Salvation Front a 
the GIA have been identified as well. Several members 
of another group, called “Salim,” were also arrested. 
Investigators are also looking into the many trips these 
activists had made to Great Britain and Germany. 


Daily Calls Cannes Summit ‘Disappointing’ 
BR2906122895 Paris LE MONDE in French 
29 Jun 95 p 16 


[Editorial: “The Several Shades of Cannes”) 


(FBIS Translated Text} As is often the case when Bu- 
ropean Council meetings fail to arrive al any monu- 
mental decisions, the Cannes summit was disappointing. 


voiced previously, especially by Paris. 


This is particularly true for one of the most sensitive 

ann any AE ny phy dR, 
countries, following the lead given by Jacques = 

wanted to be the actual proof! of the priority thet 
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the Community was giving to unemployment, hence 
the plan for major engineering projects. While total 
Community funding i: assured for the coming years, 
in Cannes, France was unable to obtain a guarantee that 
these funds would first and foremost be pumped into 
the projects that concern it directly, the most important 
of which % TGV Est,” the high-speed rail link to the 
cast. 
were unable to completely conclucs the Europol issue. 
This is one of the European issues that most appeals 
to public opinion since it affects people's day-to-day 
concerns for their own security. 
Finally, the Fifteen remain spit on the more concrete 
aspects of Europegn Monetary Union [EMU], namely 
the techaical and practical considerations for switcaing 
over to a future singk currency. It could be that the 
encountered were wholly mundane issues that 
can be resolved at the next council meeting in Madrid. 
However, we can imagine the impact if, for example, the 
Cannes summit had announced the name of the future 
European currency although, in this instance, the Fifteen 
decided to leave this subject to another day. 


to do as a body of 15 what they used to do as a group of 
12. Neither the hand being held out to Boris Yeltsin or 
the bogus “new initiative” on Bosnia are likely to drum 
up much enthusiasm. 
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Agnelli Outlines Mideast Policy Prior to Visit 
BR3006133595 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 30 Jun 95 
p2 

{Interview with Foreign Minister Susanna Agnelli by 
Umberto De Giovannangeli in Rome; date not given: 
“*The Middle East Is Asking Us fcr Peace’™] 


oe ae Foreign Minister Susanna Agnelli 


Israel, Gaza, and Cyprus. On the eve of this important 
diplomatic mission. Foreign Muuster Susanna Agnelli 


[De Giovannangeli] The attempt on Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak’s life casts an alarming shadow over the 
future of the Middle East. How do you see this act of 
war signed bv the Islamic fundamentalists? 


{Agnelli} | was extremely relieved to hear that Pres- 
ident Mubarak emerged from this attempt on his life 
unscathed. It is no coincidence that the determination 
with which the extremist forces are seeking to destabi- 
lize the Middle East sets its sights on the Egyptian pres- 
ident, underlining the central role performed by Egypt, 
by Mubarak himself, in the development of the peace 
process and in the pursuit of conditions of stability in 
the region, and in the whole Meditarranean area. 


[De Giovannangeli) You will be in Israel on Tucsday. 
Your trip comes at a crucial time for the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. What is your opinion of how 
the negotiations are going? 


[Agnelli] The Arab-Israeli negotiating process is a long- 
term one, but it has already achieved important results. 
There is the peace between Israel and Jordan. Signifi- 
cant agreements between Israel and the PLO have been 
consolidated, allowing the launch of Palestinian auton- 
omy, beginning with Gaza and Jericho. There are also 
significant signs of progress on the Israeli-Syrian front 


[Agnelli] It is undoubtedly true that improving the 
economic and social situation in the territones is of 


measures. Italy has made its contribution as well. 
Indeed, we are the third-largest world donator of aid 
to the Palestinians. We have pledged over $100 million 
over five years. The fact that aid from the international 
community is not being deployed as rapidly as we would 
wish depends not on lack of will but on an objective 
need for coordination to avoid waste, haphazardness, 


projects requiring a Certain amount of time for planning 
and actual performance. Be that as it may, we are well 
aware of the requirement to meet the immediate needs 
of the population and the operating requirements of 
of donors — and the European Union in particular — 
has taken action with what | regard as an appreciable 
financial effort. 


does Italy approach the Middle East? 


[Agnelli] The special attention that Italy devotes to 
the Middle East is no recent matter but has been 
a constant feature of our foreign policy, dictated by 
obvious economic, political, and geostrategic factors. 
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This attention translates into a constant commitment 
and 3 “ready response” to the situations that arise. In 
is connection, I would point to our crucial role in 
inai peacekeeping force, our presence in all the 
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seck common ground directly and freely. Having said 
that, the precedent that springs immediately to mind 
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hostility on our part. However, fundamentalism used 
aS an instrument of extremist political struggle, maybe 
against the prospect of an Arab-Israeli peace, is certainly 
a cause for concern. Nevertheless, it must be said that, 
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Reggio-Calabria-based “Ndrangheta 
(Calabrian mafia) clans, which were themselves linked 
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2 SPAIN 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Unidentified announcer) A: 
midnight last night Spain took over the EU presidency 
from France for six months, during which our country 
will host two summits of heads of state and government 
and the Buro-Mediterranean conference in Barcelona 
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the Mediterranean dossier may be the key issue 
. the am 


permanent 
[words indistinct] with Mexico too, on the creation of a 
free trade zone, or with Cuba, with which talks will be 
started and, in the light of the reforms, agreements wil! 
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aims of Spain's six-month presadeacy. Pedro Fernandez 
Cespedes heard his statements. 

[Begin recording) [Cespedes] The foreign minister is 
convinced that Spain's EU presidency, which has a very 
packed program. will be conducted with sonal! 
because the country is well prepared and there is a 
basic consense; with the various political forces on 
strategies and content [passage omutted) Javier Solana 
who minimized the importance of the changes in the 
goveri_nent for the effectiveness of Spain's presidency, 
declared the objectives the government undertakes to 
fulfill in the next six months, beaded by the creation of 
jobs and the consolidation of economic growth. 


winter begins. 
Barcelona on 26 and 27 November will be another of 


the priorities of Spain's presidency. In connection with 








professionalism. Solana also referred to other notable 


LD 3006125895 Madrid RNE-I Radio Network 
in Spanish 1200 GMT 30 Jun 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) It's exactly 1430, 1330 
in the Canaries on 30 June 1995. Felipe Gonzalez's 
new government has been announced officially. Good 
afternoon Maria Jesus Chao at the Moncloa Palace 
[office of the prime minister]. 


{Chao} Good afternoon. The minister of the prime 
minister's office [Alfredo Perez Rubaicaba], who just 
appeared at a news conference, has confirmed what had 
been forecasi about the government changes. Let us hear 
him. 


[Begin Perez Rubalcaba recording) The King appoints 
the new ministers, to be exact: 
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— at the Ministry of Public Administration, Mr. Jom 
Lerm= [i YAasco}; 

— at the } finistry of Defense, Mr. Gustavo Suarez 
Pertierra; 

— @ the Ministry of Education and Science, Mr. 
Jeronimo Saavedra. 

The sew ministers will take up their posts on the 
morning of 3 July at the Zarzucia Palace and on the 
same day their appointments will be published in the 
Official State Gazette. [end recording) 

[Chao] The minister of the prime minister's office 
confirmed that the post of Deputy Prime Minister Narcis 
Serra will not bx filled. [passage omitted) 


New Defence Minister Suarez Pertierra Profiled 

BR3006 144095 Madrid EFE in Spanish 

1237 GMT 30 Jun 95 

(Unattributed report: “Suarez Pertierra (Biography) — 

Back to Defense, This Time As a Minister”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — New Defense Min- 

ister Gustavo Suarez Pertierra is very familiar with the 
to which he has been appointed, as, from 

1984 to 1993 he held a number of positions there, when 





aw at te Conpiense Unive of Mad Law 


in December 1982 he held the post of director general 
Se eS ae ee 


of the Advisory Committee on Religious 


He entered the Mimstry of Defense in February 1984 
when be was appointed defense under secretary, in 
which post be worked on the law on military operations. 


Six years later be was named state secretary for military 
administration, a post he held until July 1993 when he 
was appointed minister of education and science. 
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24 DENMARK 


Secret 1957 Nuclear Arms Deal with U.S. Revealed 


LD3006172995 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Swedish 1300 GMT 30 Jun 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] A security policy crisis is shock- 
ing Denmark and Greenland. The Danish Government 
today revealed a hitherto secret agreement which, as 
from 1957, gave the United States the right to manu- 
facture nuclear weapons at its base in Greenland. The 
revelation has aroused sharp criticism in Greenland of 
the U.S. military base in Thule. 

[Begin recording} (Correspondent Anna-Stina Aabonde 
in Copenhagen} According to a hitherto secret report, 
H.C. Hansen, the then Danish premier and foreign min- 
ister, concluded an agreement in 1957 giving the Ameri- 
cans the right to store nuclear weapons in Greenland and 
to fly over the country with cargoes of nuclear weapons. 
This was in direct contravention of official Danish pol- 
icy, for in that same year H.C. Hansen declared that 
Denmark neither wanted to receive nor store nuclear 
weapons from other NATO countries on Danish, and 
thus also Greenland territory. 


It looks as if Premier H.C.Hansen acted totally on his 
own account when he concluded the agreement with the 
Americans in 1957, and that successive governments 
have not been aware of the matter either. The Danish 
double-dealing took place during the days of the cold 
war and may also have had some consequences for 
Nordic security policy. 

The Soviet Union was exerting great pressure, primarily 
on Finland, to contribute to the Nordic region being de- 
clared a zone free from nuclear weapons. That pressure, 
Danish historians say today, may have been lighter by 
the fact that Denmark and Norway issued their declara- 
tions that they did not accept nuclear weapons and that 
Sweden gave assurances of its policy of nonaligment. 
This so-called Nordic balance was something of an il- 
lusion trick, the Danish Foreign Ministry's revelations 
now indicate. 


The secret agreement came to light in connection with 
yet another investigation into the Thule accident in 
1968 when an American B-52 plane crashed outside 
the American base in Thule in northwestern Greenland 
with a cargo of hydrogen bombs. The Thule workers 
claim that they sustained radiation injuries during the 
subsequent cleanup operation, which have led to the 
early deaths of many from cancer and lifelong injuries 
to the survivors. They have also claimed that masses 
of nuclear weapons were stored at the base in Thule, 
something that the authorities have rejected so far. 
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The revelations are now causing a great stir in Green- 
land. Premier Lars Emil Johansen, chairman of the 
Home Rule Government, hopes that the Danish Gov- 
ernment’s new openness will also mean that, in future 
Greenlanders will be given more insight into defense 
and security policy decisions concerning Greenland. 


The new revelations are fanning resistance to the 
Americans’ military presence in Greenland, even though 
Denmark’s nuclear policy after the accident in 1968 
all traffic in the whole of northwestern Greenland, and 
that greatly hampers both the local population and the 
tourist industry. [end recording] 


Boycott Proposed To Protest French Nuclear Tests 


BR3006124195 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
29 Jun 9S pl 


{Report by Niels Norgaard and Ole Damkjaer: “Politi- 
cians: Boycott French Products —- Massive Protest 
Against French Nuclear Test Explosions") 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) A number of leading Danish 
politicians are now calling for a boycott of French 
products to protest against the imminent French nuclear 
test explosions in the Pacific. 


Ove Fich of the Social Democratic Party, who is 
also chairman of the Folketing’s European Affairs 
Committee, in particular argued in favor of putting a 
freeze on French arms manufacturers when the Danish 
Armed Forces proceed to make use of the 600 million 
kroner and more that have already been earmarked for 
procurements. Socialist People’s Party [SF] Chairman 
Holger K. Nielsen supports the idea. 


Ove Fich said: "I firmly believe that we should consider 
boycotting French products. This kind of action bites 
immediately. It will be particularly interesting to see 
what happens with the upcoming Danish expenditure on 
defense. After all, it is nations that are doing business 
here. 


The sum of more than 600 million kroner to be spent 
on defense is in a “blocked” bank account. ‘The money 


can be used to purchase military equipment when a new 
compromise on defense has been reached. 


SF Chairman Holger K. Nielsen said: “Ove Fich’s state- 
ments are interesting. We support the idea.” [passage 
omitted] 
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Government Wants Turkish Fortifications 
Destroyed 

NC3006122795 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1030 GMT 30 Jun 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Government spokesman Ioan- 
nis Kasoulidhis said the government is awaiting UNFI- 
CYP’s [UN Forces in Cyprus] reply regarding the Turk- 
ish fortification projects on the Paphos Gate walls; and 
as President Giavkos Kliridhis has announced, it will 
build similar projects if it is not satisfied. 

Kasoulidhis said the Government has lodged demarches 
and protests with the United Nations, adding that 
the Greek Cypriot side not only demands that the 
works be stopped but also that the fortifications or 
positions be destroyed to bring the area back to its 
previous state. He said the possibility that tunnels were 
built to link the area with central occupied Nicosia 
will be investigated, because similar works have been 
Cafried out in Famagusta. The spokesman added that 
the occupation forces have not yet allowed UNFICYP 
to insnect the work, reiterating that there is no question 
in the government's mind about the purpose of these 
works. 


Kasoulidhis Comments on EU Officials’ Statements 


NC0307124695 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 3 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Commenting on statements by 
EU officials, which appear to adopt a different point of 
view, government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said 
the Cypriot Government insists there is no connection 
between a Cyprus solution and the course toward 
EU membership. Commenting on remarks that EU 
officials are using two languages regarding this issue, 
the spokesman said those who send such messages must 
know that this is the best recipe for keeping the Cyprus 
issue unresolved. He added that the Cypriot Government 
believes the Turkish claims aim to justify Ankara’s 
intransigence. 

Referring to the disaster in the occupied areas from the 
recent fire, the spokesman said the Foreign Ministry 
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is evaluating how to act to restore the ecological 
situation in the occupied areas within a legal framework. 
Commenting on the threats to colonize Famagusta 
{as heard], Kasoulidhis said the United Nations has 


1530 GMT I Jul 95 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Turkish Motherland Party 


TA2906141395 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1030 GMT 29 Jun 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Prime Minister Hakki Atun 
has stated that serious consideration is being given to the 
possibility that the disastrous fire was caused by an act 
of sabotage. Atun confirmed the fact that four persons 
were detained in connection with the fire. 


In a statement he issued to a BRT [Bayrak Radio- 
TV] correspondent, Atun said that the identity of the 
enemies is known and that those who want to sabotage 
national treasures will be duly punished. Explaining that 
the Security Directorate had informed him that four 
persons connected with the fire were detained, Atun 
added that the incident is being seriously investigated. 
Pointing out that certain arson attempts occurred in 
Lefke [Lefka] while the fire continued, Atun said that 
serious consideration was being given to such incidents 
as well. [passage omitted] 
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Demirel Comments on BSEC Summit in Bucharest 


TA0207082495 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 1 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Passage omitted] President 
Suleyman Demirel left Bucharest for Turkey around 
noon today. On his arrival at Esenboga Airport, Demirel 
was received by Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker of 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly. General Ismail 
. Hakki Karadayi, chief of the General Staff; Hikmet 
other officials were present at the airport ceremony. 

In a statement at the airport, Demirel recalled that 
eight presidents, a prime minister, and two deputy 
premiers had participated in the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation [BSEC] summit held in Bucharest, adding 
that the high rate of participation is a success for the 
organization and is encouraging from the viewpoint of 
the organization’s future. Noting that the 11 member 
countries are in agreement on transforming the Black 
Sea and its vicinity into a region of cooperation, 
peace, and prosperity, Demirel added that the member 


has been prepared. Now the implementation stage, in 
which the private sector will be the major player, has 
begun. In this stage, the private sector, with the benefit 

infrastructure that has been prepared and the 
support of the governments of member countries, will 


agreed to conclude agreements among themselves to 
accelerate trade and cooperation among businessmen, 
to activate as soon as possible the Black Sea Trade and 
Development Bank, and to render more effective and 
safe the transportation and communication possibilities 
in the region. He noted that the member countries 
also decided to conclude bilateral agreements on issues 
such as the preparation of a long- term cooperation 
program on the generation and distribution of energy 
sources and joint measures against organized crime, 
drug and arms smuggling, and terrorism. Demirel said 
that it was further agreed that basing the status and 
structure of the BSEC on a legal foundation would be 
discussed at the forthcoming foreign ministers meeting. 
He said that he had also held very beneficial talks 
on bilateral and regional issues with the presidents of 


FBIS-WEU-95-127 
3 July 1995 


and the deputy prime minister of the Russian Federation. 
[Begin Demirel Recording} It has been most beneficial 
for us to attend the Bucharest summit, which marked 
the transition t6 a new phase in the BSEC process. 
We are satisfied that the political will necessary for the 
development. of the BSEC in the next phase was once 
course were reached at the summit. [end recording] 


Demirel stated that with the active contributions Turkey 
has made to the summit, it has once more been 
determined that our country has a respectable place in 
the rapidly advancing globalization process. 

Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu, who was accompanying 
Demirel, has also returned to the country. 


Petition Against Islamic Emblem Signed by 60,000 


NC0207161995 Paris AFP in English 
1426 GMT 2 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, July 2 (AFP) — Tens 
of thousands of people have added their names to a 
petition protesting a fundamentalist-inspired change of 
emblem for the Turkish capital, the petition’s organisers 
said Sunday [2 July]. 


Some 60,000 people have signed the protest document 
since Friday [30 June], when Ankara’s local council, 
controlled by Islamic fundamentalists, announced the 
replacement of the old city emblem with a new one 
dominated by a mosque. 


The old emblem had depicted the "Hittite sun" symbol- 
ising the first inhabitants of central Anatolia, and was 
brought in under a social-democrat-led council in the 
1970s. 


The decision to substitute an Islamic icon — which 
depicts the silhouette of a mosque with two minarets 
perched on an inverted crescent — for the old em- 
blem was passed by an absolute majority in city hall, 
but nonetheless immediately triggered a storm of con- 
troversy, with protesters filing past offices in central 
Ankara Saturday. 


Demonstrations Mark Sivas Incidents Anniversary 


TA0207163295 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1500 GMT 2 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Demonstrations have been held 
in various cities to mark the anniversary of the Sivas 
incidents, which occurred two years ago and which 
ended in the death of 37 persons. 
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Two reporiers were slightly wounded in the demonstra- 
tions in Istanbul. The demonstration, which was orga- 
nized by the Pir Sultan Culture Association, started at 
Kadikoy Sogutlu Cesme. More than 10,000 demonstra- 
tors, who arrived in groups from various neighborhoods 
in Istanbul, marched to the area in front of the Kadikoy 
Hovercraft Pier after they were searched by the secu- 
rity forces. Various speeches condemning the Sivas in- 
cidents were made, poems were read, and slogans were 
chanted during the open air meeting. Two reporters were 
slightly injured when stones were thrown in the wake of 
an incident, which erupted when a group, who joined the 
meeting late, resisted the searches conducted by the se- 
curity forces. Later, the demonstrators dispersed peace- 
fully. 


The demonstrations held in Ankara started when the 
groups, who met in Mamak and Dikmen, assembled 
in Tandogan. Extensive security measures were taken 
both during the march, which was organized by the 
Pir Sultan Culture Association and in which thousands 
of people participated, and during the ensuing open air 
meeting. Labor unions, democratic organizations, public 
enterprises unions, and political party representatives 
attended the open air meeting held in Tandoe2a. The 
speeches in the demonstration noted tha: important 
incidents were taking place ix: the cowatry during the last 
four years and stated that the coalition government is 
inadequate regarding issues such as democracy, peace, 
and human rights. The crowd later dispersed peacefully. 


Cetin: Sivas Attack Agains. Secularism, Democracy 
TA0207184395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 CMT 2 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Hikmet Cetin, state minister 
and deputy prime minister, has stated that the Sivas 
incidents were an attack perpetrated by those who aspire 
for Shari‘ah and who wish to take Turkey back to the 
darkness of the Middle Ages, against the democratic and 
secular system, and against enlightenment. 


In a news conference in Ankara today, Cetin explained 
that the fact that the attack was perpetrated in Sivas, 
where the foundations of the republic were laid, clearly 
shows that the real target was democracy and secular- 
ism. Addressing the meeting held in a hall, where a red 
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rose represented each of the 37 victims who were burned 
in the Madimak Hotel, Cetin noted that the secul « re- 
public guarantees all kinds of faiths the right to worship 
and prevents sacred values from being exploited for po- 
litical purposes. 

(Begin Cetin recording] The real aim of the massacre, 
trated in Sivas two years ago, was the secular and demo- 
cratic republic. The attack was directed against human 
rights, against the right to live, the most sacred of hu- 
man rights. 


I regret to say that the Sivas incidents were recorded 
in whe history of our republic as a stain. No excuse 
or reason can justify the Sivas massacre. The Sivas 
incidents have once more demonstrated that all our 
citizens should come closer together, regardless of their 
ethnic origin, religion, language, sect, or social position. 
We must unite to foil the plots of dark forces, which 
threaten our country, our unity, and our solidarity. In 
the name of religion, faith, freedom of religion, and 
the sacredness of religion, these dark forces aim at 
eliminating the secular and democratic republic. {end 


Cetin declared that the struggle against those who wish 
to drag Turkey into the darkness of the Middle Ages 
will be waged forever within the rules of democracy. 
Replying to a question on constitutional amendments, 
Cetin remarked that the amendments must definitely be 
effected in the second round. He said: Conciliation is 
essential to this end. The second round will not yield any 
results unless we reach a compromise and we remain 
loyal to it until the end. 


Recalling that his party held several meetings with its 
coalition partner the True Path Party regarding Article 8 
of the Antiterror Law, Cetin said: We reached agreement 
that the void to be created as a result of the annulment 
of this article will be averted by adding another article 
to the Turkish Penal Code. 


In response to a question on changing the emblem of 
Ankara, Cetin said: We must take Turkey forward. We 
cannot accomplish this by preoccupying ourselves with 
archaic matters or attempting to issue messages. 
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